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	 Who?

	 Why?

	 What?

	 Where (to from here)?
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Why?
 

Statistics 
•	 Care & Protection (Family Court) – Māori children in care = 58%

•	 Youth Justice (Youth Court) – Māori = 54%

•	 (District Court) – Māori  = 39% convicted

•	 Prison – Māori males = 50.5%, Māori females = 54%

Law Changes 
•	 The Family Justice System (Introduced March 2014)

•	 Vulnerable Children (Amendments to Children, Young Persons  
& Their Families Act 1989)

Raewyn Nordstrum (FGC Co-ordinator Hamilton)
 

→      Why don’t we just ask the whanau?

YOUTH COURT
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   Lotteries Board 

	 Application for Translational 
Research Funding ($53,000)

   Recruitment

	

Are you MĀori?
Are you a PArent?
Have you ever been involved with  
Child, Youth & Family (CYPFs) 
or Social Welfare?

Māori make up approximately 15% of the NZ population,  
however, Māori are vastly over-represented in:
•	 Prisons	(Māori	males	=	50%,	Māori	females	=	65%)
•	 Youth	Court	(Māori	=	54%)
•	 Family	Court	
	 -	 Child	offenders	(Māori	=	71%)
	 -	 Children	in	CYPFs	care	(Māori	=	52%)

A path from being in CYPFs care into prison has been  
described as “a given”.

RESEARCH TEAM: This research is a joint project between 
Whakauae Research Services, a Ngati Hauiti organisation, 
undertaking research for Māori Health and Development 
together with Te Kōpū Legal, a Māori Family Law Practice.

WHAT DO WE WANT: We are looking for Māori parents 
who have been involved with CYPFs/SW to participate in a 
research project.

WHY: We want to learn what helped whānau keep the 
care of their children/mokopuna OR what whānau believe 
would have helped them keep the care of their children/
mokopuna.

WHY: We want to get the views of various whānau in order 
to improve the response of CYPFs to whānau AND guide the 
development of appropriate programmes which are designed to 
keep children safe and in the care of whānau.

CONTACT: If you would like to participate please contact  
Tania at one of the following:

Text or call 021 0848 8672 (if you text I will call you back)
Email tania@tekopuchambers.co.nz 

WOULD YOU  LIKE TO  TAKE PARTin	a	research		project
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What?
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What? cont.

Literature Review

The review of current literature suggests that in order 
to improve outcomes for Maori whanau it is necessary 
to talk to the “client” and ascertain their perspective 
on what they see as useful or damaging.  In essence 
research into the whanau is of growing importance.

Research Questions

The questions asked included:

If you had child/ren removed by CYFs and then  
returned to your care. How did you do it?

If you had child/ren removed but they were not 
returned to your care. What do you think would  

have helped you?
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•	 Lack of knowledge

•	 Lack of information

•	 Lack of communication

•	 Lack of accountability

What worked well

“I heavily relied on my uncle. … Because he, he, yeah, like I said 
he’s worked in there, iwi service, he’s in iwi service himself and 
he knows the process.  And he knew when CYFs had me backed 
in to a corner.  So he would be my backbone pretty much.  …”

What didn’t work well

“The white people.  If it, if it got down to a cultural thing then 
definitely it, it was a white thing.  And, and, and that’s what it 
ended up being.  It’s like I’m brown, you’re white, I’m fucked.  
I’m just gonna sit here, feel ashamed, let yous all stare at me 
and go you should be ashamed cos that’s exactly how you feel.  
That’s exactly how these Child Youth and Family, lawyers and 
the judge make you feel, so ashamed.”

What did the whanau say?



“…that you do for me, without me, you do to me.”
Jeffrey Brown (Ted Talks May 2015)

Reference to old Burundi adage.


